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as an opera. Laporte had recently assumed'the manage-
ment of the theatre; and the playbill (which is in the
collection of the Garrick Club) shows that he boldly
gave the piece the sub-tide, Lwis Labour Won, got
music for it from Rophino Lacy and scenery from the
Grieves, cast Wilson for Bertram, Bardey for Lafeu,
Jones for Parolles, Mrs Lovell for the Countess, Miss
Shirreff for Diana (here surnamed Capulet) and Miss
Inverarity for Helena, freely culled songs for the medley
from other works by Shakespeare, and made a vaunted
attraction of a masque ofOferon and Robin GoodftHow9
more or less from A Midsummtr-Nighfs Dream> with
Miss Horton as Oberon and Miss Poole as Robin.
Twenty years later, on September I,1852, the unhappy
play, as found in the Folio, was given a trial by Samuel
Phelps (who played Parolles) in his ninth season at
Sadler's Wells; but more than half a century was to pass
before anyone had the courage to try it again. In 1916
the Benson Company did the play at the Memorial
Theatre, Stratford-upon-Avon. In May, 1920, the
Elizabethan Stage Society, under Mr William Poel,
gave two performances of it at the Ethical Church, Bays*
water; and in 1922 the New Shakespeare Company
made it the 'Birthday Play5 at Stratford-upon-Avon, It
is, of course, in the repertory of the Old Vic. I have
found no record of its ever having been staged in the
United States of America*
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